23rd November 2009

For immediate release:

Local youngsters and future business leaders inspired by Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones 

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones, also known as the Black Farmer, used Global Entrepreneurship week as an opportunity to inspire youngsters and small business owners.  

Tuesday 17th November, saw Wilfred as keynote speaker at the George Ward School, Melksham.  Pupils were inspired by the Conservative Party’s Parliamentary Candidate’s story of building a business from scratch. “It is so important the next generation are encouraged to set up their own companies, and believe they can do it.” Wilfred enthused after the event.
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On Thursday, Wilfred spoke at the Business Link event in Bowood entitled “Anything is possible – tips for growing your rural business based on real-life experience”.  Wilfred outlined his own tips for running a successful business:

· ensure your branding is distinctive

· social networking is not just social – Twitter and Facebook work for business

· the personal touch is essential in small business – reply to letters and emails yourself

· hard work and determination can get you a long way – so don’t give up!
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“The importance of small businesses to the local economy here in Wiltshire cannot be underestimated” explained Wilfred.  “I met many interesting entrepreneurs here today who I am sure will make positive contributions to the Wiltshire economy and I hope I can advise them further in the future.”
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