
INSTRUCTORS ELATED AT SHADOW MINISTERS’ DRIVING TEST CENTRE COMMITMENT!
 
Wiltshire Driving Instructors fighting for the reopening of Trowbridge Driving Test Centre (DTC) and the reinstatement of motorbike road riding testing at Trowbridge or Chippenham DTCs, following a House of Commons Transport Committee Report which severely criticised the Government and the Driving Standards Agency (DSA) for closing local DTCs, met with Theresa Villiers MP, Conservative Shadow Secretary of State for Transport, while she was visiting Corsham on 8th April 2010. Theresa Villiers MP, who would be ultimately responsible for the DSA together with driver and rider testing if the Conservatives win the election, was very concerned at the impact of the DSA DTC closure programme across the UK on people living in areas affected by closures such as Trowbridge, Westbury and Frome together with the impact on people living in the nearest test centre towns such as Chippenham where there were more learner cars on the roads with thousands of tonnes of avoidable CO2 pollution each year resulting from journeys to and from test centre towns. 

Theresa Villiers MP listened to and acknowledged the instructors' concerns that the closure of Trowbridge DTC along with a number of DTCs nationwide had put the cost of learning to drive or ride out of reach for a number of teenagers as a result of the extra cost, running into hundreds of pounds, required to familiarise learner drivers with the area in which they’ll take their test which has definitely resulted in a decline in the number of people taking professional driving lessons, a potentially negative impact on driving standards and an inevitable increase in the numbers of people driving or riding without a licence. Theresa Villiers MP said "A Conservative Government would review the nationwide DSA driving test centre closure programme, including the locations of car and motorbike testing centres and those that have been closed. We need to look again at the decisions that have been made. The Government have made a complete mess of the new motorbike testing regime and they have serious questions to answer about their handling of the whole network of driving test centres."

The Driving Instructors have received a similar pledge from Norman Baker, Liberal Democrat Shadow Transport Secretary, who said “"The Liberal Democrats will conduct a full review of the driving test centre closure programme."

The Instructors have written to local Labour Party Parliamentary Candidates and are awaiting a response from Gordon Brown or Lord Adonis, Secretary of State for Transport.  
 
Gary Fossey of Shamrock Driving School, based in Calne, said "We are very pleased to have had the opportunity to discuss this issue with Theresa Villiers MP and are delighted that, as Conservative Shadow Secretary of State for Transport, she has given a commitment to a review of the nationwide DSA driving test centre closure programme, including the locations of car and motorbike testing centres and those that have been closed. We’re similarly delighted with the commitment given by Norman Baker MP, Lib Dem Shadow Transport Secretary, to undertake a full review of the driving test centre closure programme. Being able to drive or ride is vital when it comes to job prospects and it's essential that people are able to afford to learn to drive and ride safely. Essential services such as Driving Test Centres must remain local and accessible by all." 

Roger Brunt a driving instructor based in Trowbridge, who taught reigning Formula 1 World Drivers’ Champion Jenson Button MBE to drive, said “Jenson Button passed his test at Trowbridge test centre and is living testament to the importance of learning to drive when it comes to career prospects! It’s a travesty that major towns such as Trowbridge don’t have a Driving Test Centre.”
 
Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones, Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for Chippenham, said "If elected, I will work to ensure the review of the nationwide DSA driving test centre closure programme is completed in a timely fashion.  In particular, I will continue to support the work of the Wiltshire Driving Instructors to reverse the decision in Trowbridge".

Duncan Hames, Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Chippenham, said "I'm delighted that our Shadow Transport Secretary, Norman Baker, has agreed to commit the Liberal Democrats to a thorough review of this closure programme. The loss of Trowbridge Driving Test Centre was bad news for learners who have to travel to Chippenham, bad news for Chippenham residents who experience increased traffic, and bad news for the environment. The building is still sitting empty, so this decision could be easily reversed."
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